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NECROLOGY. 299 

twilight, are strangely bereaved, missing his cheery greeting, the prac- 
tical common sense of his talk, devoid of all malice or ungenerous criti- 
cism, now and then garnished with dry but good-natured humor. When 
shall we see his like again ? 

F. P. L. 

Hon. Peleg Emory Aldrich,* LL. B., LL. D., of Worcester, was 
born in New Salem, Massachusetts, July 24, 1813, and died in Worcester, 
March 14, 1895. He was a lineal descendant from George Aldrich, who 
came from England in 1635, and settled first in Dorchester, and after- 
ward in Meriden. The descendants from this family are very numerous, 
and are now living in nearly every State of the Union. It has had its 
representatives in all the learned professions and both houses of Con- 
gress. Several of them have been judges in the courts of different 
States. Some have been known in literature. The majority have been 
farmers for seven generations. 

Mr. Aldrich was not a graduate of college; although, after leaving the 
academy, he pursued, by himself, a course of study equal to that of a 
New England college. He was graduated from the Harvard Law 
School in 1844, receiving the degree of LL. B. He was admitted to 
the bar of Richmond, Va., in 1845, and in Springfield, Mass., in 1846. 
He began the practice of law in Barre, Mass., and continued there 
seven years. For three years he was editor and publisher of the Barre 
Gazette. He removed to Worcester in 1854, and entered into partner- 
ship with Hon. Peter C. Bacon, which partnership continued until he 
left the bar for the bench in 1873. He was a member of the Constitu- 
tional Convention, from Barre, in 1853, and was a representative from 
Worcester, in the State Legislature in the year 1866 and 1867, and took 
an active part in the debates and business of the House. In 1862 he 
was mayor of Worcester, and was interested not only in the ordinary- 
duties of his office, but in the large number of soldiers, who were at 
that time in the army from Worcester. He visited them in their camps 
and hospitals, and used the means within his command to promote their 
comfort and efficiency. In 1870 he was appointed by Governor Claflin 
a member of the State Board of Health, a position which he continued 
to hold until his appointment to the bench. 

Judge Aldrich was eminent as a judge of the Superior Court. He had 
a capacity for doing an enormous amount of hard work, and doing it 
rapidly, without apparent labor on his part. He was a well read lawyer, 
and had his resources well at his command. If he was somewhat stern 
and severe in his manner, he was always guided by his sense of justice. 
He was a judge of undoubted integrity and remarkable insight. 

* This sketch is from the New England Historical Genealogical Register. 



